NACD half – day Conference 

[image: image1.jpg]A
NACD

National Advisory
Committee on Drugs




Drug Use, Sex Work and the Risk Environment in Dublin

The Coach House, Dublin Castle, Thursday, 18th June 2009

Time: 8.30 a.m. to 1.30 p. m

Opening Address: John Curran, (Minister with responsibility for the National Drugs Strategy)

Presentation of findings and key recommendations from the report: Dr. Teresa Whitaker (NACD). 

Guest Speakers: 

1. Dr. Linda Cusick (Reader in Substance Use at University of the West of Scotland) 

2. Kathryn McGarry (TCD)

Current responses from the risk environment from service providers in Dublin: Speakers from Women’s Health Project, Gay Men’s Health Service, Chrysalis, Simon, Novas Hostel. 
This conference is aimed at service providers/agency workers whose work directly or indirectly involves drug users. The purpose of the conference is to raise awareness of the risk environment in Dublin for drug users (female and male) who engage in sex work. It is anticipated that representatives from various services (e.g. homeless, drug treatment, health, specialist services) will be present at the conference and that there will be an opportunity for discussion and debate.  The conference is free and because places are limited they will be assigned on a first register basis. It is advised to register as soon as possible.  Application can be emailed to Mary-Jane Trimble at info@nacd.ie  or the form faxed to 01- 667 0828 or posted to the NACD, 3rd Floor, Shelbourne House, Shelbourne Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4 (01 – 6670760/ 01 - 667 0781).

NACD Conference in Dublin Castle: June 18h 2008

Return by FAX to NACD

FAX No.  01- 667 0828
OR 

E-MAIL YOUR DETAILS BELOW TO 

info@nacd.ie

Name:           _____________________________________

Agency/Organisation:      ________________________________

Job description:      ________________________

Work Address:        ______________

Do you have any access needs? __________

Telephone: _____________    
 Fax: ________________

E:Mail: _________________________
NOTE: (FIRST Register FIRST Place basis).  You will receive immediate confirmation of attendance and conference details, on registration by email.   
Parking: There is public car parking available nearby in Jury’s Inn Christchurch. 

Directions: The Coach House is a castellated building with a large arched door and mock Gothic stone façade situated at the back of Dublin Castle beside the Chester Beatty Library. There is a garden (grassed area) in front of it called ‘Dubh Linn’. Pedestrian entrance is through Ship Street Gate (off Werburg St) or the Palace Street gate opposite the Olympia Theatre (Dame St). See map at http://www.dublincastle.ie/
Conference Programme

Findings from the Drug Use, Sex Work and the Risk Environment in Dublin study highlight that drug-using sex workers are exposed to multiple risks and harms in their daily living and working lives. The physical, economic and social environments within which drug-using sex workers find themselves impacts on their construction of ‘risk’ and ‘harm’. While the men and women interviewed implemented a range of innovative strategies to reduce the risk of harm, there is an acceptability associated with certain risk behaviours in certain circumstances. Drug-using sex workers are a vulnerable client group who have multiple, interlocking needs that span health, social, economic and legal issues. Therefore addressing their wider social and situation needs such as poverty, housing, health, education needs and employment prospects are as fundamental to reducing their risk of harm as addressing their drug use. 

The aim of this half day conference is to present the key findings of the research, Drug Use, Sex Work and the Risk Environment in Dublin and to have invited speakers’ present papers on key aspects of study recommendations. 

	Drug Use, Sex Work and the Risk Environment in Dublin

Conference Programme (subject to revision)



	8.30 - 9.20


	Arrival & Registration

Tea, coffee & biscuits

	9.20 – 9.30


	Welcome: Liam O’Brien, NACD (Chairman, Consequences Sub-Committee)

	9.30 – 9.45


	Opening address: Mr. John Curran T.D., Minister of State with responsibility for the National Drugs Strategy

	9.45 – 10.15


	Drug Use, Sex Work and the Risk Environment in Dublin 

Presentation of key findings of the research: Dr. Teresa Whitaker



	10.15 – 10.45
	The Organisation of Sex Work Related Harm

Linda Cusick (University of the West of Scotland)

Any attempt to reduce harm must start with an attempt to identify the relevant harms.  In the drugs field, harm reduction has sometimes been described quite narrowly as clinical interventions such as needle exchanges.  More broadly, harm reduction has informed policy campaigns where harm is seen as a consequence of drug legislation.  It has also been appropriated as a philosophy for reducing negative effects of drug use on communities.  

Some sex workers feel uncomfortable about harm reduction, particularly this concept of harm to communities.  They feel that harm reduction suggests that they, the sex workers are the harm to be reduced.

As an academic with a lot of experience in working with sex worker’s campaign groups, I want to try to unite the harm reductionists, sex workers and our allies in human rights by identifying from the academic literature 

1. The sources of harm associated with sex work

2. What we can do to reduce these harms – either by harm reduction interventions that many of you will recognise or by extending human rights to sex workers.

	10.45 – 11.00
	Questions

	11.00 – 11.30


	Coffee/Tea Break, pastries

	11.30 – 11. 50 
	Risky Work – The Social Context of Risk Behaviour

Kathryn McGarry  (TCD)

This paper is based on a qualitative study of the experiences of sex workers, which found that experiences of prostitution could be understood through a consideration of risk exposure within the “risk environment” in Ireland. The social organisation of prostitution has been found to be a crucial element of risk experiences, as the peer networks of drug using street-based sex workers mediate risk perceptions, risk behaviour and risk management at the micro level.  This highlights the importance of the social networks of drug using sex workers as a positive, enabling resource for harm minimisation efforts.



	11.50 - 12. 30  – 


	Responses to the Risk Environment

The Social Environment

1. Negotiation Skills & examples of peer-training 

(Karen Murphy, Chrysalis)

Physical Environment
3. Hostel’s response to providing needle-exchanges: Dublin Simon Community, Catherine Kenny, Head of Housing (including the Rough Sleeper Team).
4. Novas’ response to drug using sex working women (Mark Vella – Novas)
The Policy Environment
5. The Women's Health Project was established in 1991, as part of the HIV/AIDS prevention strategy. This presentation will focus on key current services available. (Linda Latham, WHP)
6. The Gay Men’s Health Project. Male drug users who engage in sex work are often a forgotten group of people. Not all men who engage in sex work are homosexual; this presentation will focus on issues relating to male sex workers. 
      (Mick Quinlan, Gay Men’s Health Service). 


	12.30  – 13.00


	Panel discussion 

Contributions and questions from the floor

	13.00  - 13.00
	Close: Liam O’Brien, NACD


SPEAKERS

Teresa Whitaker

For the past three years Dr Teresa Whitaker has worked as a researcher with the National Advisory Committee on Drugs (a sociologist: M.SocSc 1st class University College Dublin; and PhD UCD).  The NACD was established in 2000 and its role is to provide advice to the Cabinet Committee on Social Inclusion and through it, the Government in relation to the prevalence, prevention, treatment/ rehabilitation and consequences of problem drug use in Ireland.  Her work with the NACD includes: NACD Recommendations to Government in Relation to Workplace Drug Testing and the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act (2005); since January 2009 she has also worked with the prevalence sub-committee and has been involved in two publications: Drug Use in Ireland and Northern Ireland 2006/2007 Drug Prevalence Survey: Sedatives or Tranquillisers, and Anti-depressant Results Bulletin 6 and Drug Use in Ireland and Northern Ireland 2006/2007 Drug Prevalence Survey: Polydrug Use Results Bulletin 5. The recent research Drug Use, Sex Work and the Risk Environment in Dublin was carried out with Dr. Gemma Cox. 

Guest Speakers 

Dr Linda Cusick is the Reader in Substance Use at The University of The West of Scotland (a sociologist: MA 1st class Glasgow University; and PhD Imperial College).  Her research interests are in sex work, drug use and policy where health, morality and criminal justice issues compete for priority.  

She is also the knowledge transfer coordinator for Police Operations in the Scottish Institute of Policing Research and until 2007 was the academic representative on the board for the UK Network of Sex Work Projects.  

Dr Cusick’s recent policy consultations on sex work include: The Liberal Democrats Women’s Policy Consultation (2009); The Home Office review of demand for prostitution (2008); The Council of Europe, Parliamentary Assembly, ‘Prostitution, which stance to take’ (2007); The International Committee on the Rights of Sex Workers, Europe (2005); The Home Office consultation on prostitution, Paying the Price (2004); and The Scottish Executive’s expert group report on street prostitution, Being Outside (2004).  

Kathryn McGarry

Kathryn McGarry completed her PhD recently which was undertaken through the School of Social Work and Social Policy in Trinity College, Dublin.  Her research focused on the lived experiences of women in prostitution in Ireland.  As a qualitative study, Kathryn was interested in the women’s own voices, how they understand what they do and how this discourse relates to competing perspectives on prostitution in Ireland.  She adopted the risk environment model for her analysis and the research culminated in her thesis entitled: “Risking Work and Working Risk: A Phenomenology of the Risk Environment of Prostitution in Ireland”. Kathryn is presently employed as a Researcher on the Youth Research Programme at the Department of Applied Social Studies, NUI Maynooth.
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